
May 2023

Voting Day
May 16, 2023

Noon - 8 p.m. 

Auditorium Lobby

Voters will decide on:

• Proposed School 
Budget

• Proposition to 
Establish a Bus 
Reserve Fund

• Election of School 
Board Members

On May 16, 2023, the annual vote on the 2023-2024 school budget and 
election of Board of Education members will be held in the auditorium lobby of the 
school from noon until 8 p.m. 

The Waterford-Halfmoon Union Free School District is proposing a budget of 
$23,466,032. This includes a taxy levy increase of 0.97%, for a total 2023-2024 tax 
levy of $12,016,920.

As part of the 2023-2024 budget proposal, the school district will see an anticipated 
state aid increase of $1.9 million, in large part a result of New York State's commitment 
to fully fund the Foundation Aid formula.

In addition to maintaining all of our current academic and extracurricular 
programs, the proposed budget includes several additions designed to improve 
academics and safety throughout the district. These additions include a full-time 
School Resource Officer, a full-time mental health counselor, a math teacher, an 
English language arts teacher, a new computer lab, and student Chromebook 
upgrades. The district is also planning to expand our Pre-K program by adding a 
second section if enrollment supports the expansion.

The proposed budget continues to support the district's commitment to 
improving our transportation, facilities, and school grounds through the purchase 
of two 20-passenger buses along with improvements to our cafeteria and library. 
The budget also includes funding for the district's annual capital outlay project 
and an additional $125,000 to offset the rising costs associated with the upcoming 
Phase 2B of our current capital project, which includes parking lot improvements 
and a new floor for our gymnasium.

The 2023-2024 budget vote also contains a proposition to establish a bus reserve 
fund for the purpose of funding future purchases of vehicles for transportation of 
students.

The Waterford-Halfmoon Union Free School District believes our proposed 
budget reflects the district's ongoing focus on providing a rigorous academic 
environment for all students in a safe and comfortable setting, while being fiscally 
responsible to the community. We are thankful for your support and look forward 
to continuing to serve all members of the school community.

Proposed Budget 2023-24
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2023-24 Proposed Expense Summary 
ITEM 2022-23 2023-24 CHANGE

PROGRAM BUDGET
Instruction $10,447,947 $10,869,288 $421,341
Pupil Transportation $1,345,133 $1,408,575 $63,442
Employee Benefits $3,708,962 $4,049,047 $340,085
Fed. Summer Transfer $32,000 $40,000 $8,000
TOTAL $15,534,042 $16,366,910 $832,868

ADMINISTRATIVE BUDGET
Board of Education $31,700 $41,000 $9,300
Central Administration $246,200 $246,000 ($200)
Finance $276,300 $363,500 $87,200
Legal/Personnel Services $17,620 $19,920 $2,300 
Public Information/Central Services $129,750 $340,500 $210,750
Insurance, BOCES Admin $220,630 $236,630 $16,000
Curriculum Dev. & Supervision $712,000 $801,800 $89,800
Employee Benefits $505,312 $517,129 $11,817
TOTAL $2,139,512 $2,566,479 $426,967

CAPITAL BUDGET
Operations & Maintenance $1,120,167 $1,228,583 $108,416
Transportation $74,000 $118,000 $44,000
New Construction Debt $1,601,206 $2,635,724 $1,034,518
Employee Benefits $261,827 $325,336 $63,509
Project Transfer $225,000 $225,000 $0
TOTAL $3,282,200 $4,532,643 $1,250,443

TOTAL BUDGET $20,955,754 $23,466,032 $2,510,278

In accordance with Chapter 258 of the Laws of 2008 added to Section 495 of the Real Property Tax Law, a report of 
tax exemptions, showing how much of the total assessed value on the final assessment rolls used in the budgetary 
process is exempt from taxation, will be annexed to the budget document and posted on the district website. 

Student Recognition

ATHLETICS
Girls Soccer 2022 Class C Champions
Coach of the Year:
MEGHAN REYNOLDS
New York State Player of the Year:
PAYTON GALUSKI
1st Team All-State Selection:
ADDYSON GALUSKI
3rd Team All-State Selection:
CASSIDY McCLEMENT
1st Team All-League Selection:
MIA O’BRIEN
Boys Soccer 1st Team All-League Selection: 
JOSH CATANZARITA (MVP)
TRISTAN CARUTASU
MATT SODEN

Volleyball 1st Team All-League Selection: 
CHELSEA PLUMMER

MUSIC

AIDAN ROY, a 12th grade student who 
was selected for the 2022 New York State 
School Music Association’s (NYSSMA) 
All State Jazz Ensemble in Rochester, NY. 
Aidan was one of only 24 students statewide 
to participate in the ensemble this year.

JULIA SPRETTY, a 12th grade student who 
was selected for the 2022 New York State 
School Music Association’s (NYSSMA) All 
State Symphonic Band in Rochester, NY. 
Julia was the only student in the state to 
perform with the Eb clarinet. This was her 
second straight year performing at the state 
level.

2023-24 Revenue Summary 
ITEM 2022-23 2023-24 CHANGE

State Aid $6,638,603 $8,129,635 $1,491,032
State Aid - Capital Projects $929,157 $1,898,977 $969,820
Miscellaneous Revenue $382,000 $370,500 ($11,500)
Interfund Transfer $35,000 $30,000 ($5,000)
Appropriated Fund Balance $955,074 $900,000 ($55,074)
Appropriated Reserves $0 $0 $0
Payment in Lieu of Taxes $114,000 $120,000 $6,000

Projected Tax Revenue $11,901,920 $12,016,920 $115,000
TOTAL REVENUE $20,955,754 $23,466,032 $2,510,278
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2023-24 Estimated Tax on a Property

Fiscal Year Full Value*
Estimated Tax Bill  

Without STAR Savings

2022-23 $150,000 $3,364.96

2023-24 $150,000 $3,397.14

2023-24 Estimated Maximum STAR Savings

Town Basic STAR Enhanced STAR

Waterford $745.00 $1,736.00

Halfmoon $622.00 $1,425.00

Overall Budget Proposal
Budget 

Adopted for 
2022-23 School 

Year

Budget 
Proposed for 

2023-24 School 
Year

Contingency 
Budget 2023-24 

School Year*

Total Budgeted Amount, Not Including Separate Propositions
$20,955,754 $23,466,032 $23,040,032

Increase/Decrease for the 2023-24 School Year
 $2,510,278 $2,084,754

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget
11.98% 9.95%

Change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
4.7%

A.  Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount
$11,901,920 $12,016,920

B.  Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable
$0 $0

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable
$0 $0

D.  Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current 
Year Levy $0 $0

E.  Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C – D)
$11,901,920 $12,016,920 $11,901,920

F.  Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy Limit
$846,599 $734,218

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions $11,116,069 $11,294,559

H.  Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, Excluding 
Permissible Exclusions and Levy for Library Debt, Plus Prior 
Year Tax Cap Reserve (E – B – F + D) $11,055,321 $11,282,702

I.  Difference: (G – H); (Negative Value Requires 60% 
Voter Approval - See Note Below Regarding Separate 
Propositions) $60,748 $11,857

Administrative component
$2,139,512 $2,598,479 $2,594,979

Program component
$15,534,042 $16,336,910 $16,320,910

Capital component
$3,282,200 $4,530,643 $4,124,143

* Pursuant to Section 2023 of the Education Law, should the proposed budget be defeated, certain 
equipment, student supplies, extra classroom activities, electives would be reduced.   

School District Budget Notice Candidates for BOE

DAVID LEE is running for re-election to the 
school board. He is a graduate of Waterford-
Halfmoon, as are both of his children. He has 
been an active member of the Board for 13 
years. He wants to continue providing the best 
education possible for all students and keep costs 
to taxpayers down in these trying times.

JAMIE MALONEY is a 1999 graduate of 
WHHS, and is running for her fourth consecutive 
term on the Board. She and her husband, Chris, 
are lifelong residents of Waterford and currently 
have children in the district. Over the years, she 
has been active in the community through the 
Parent Teacher Organization, Waterford Youth 
Council Rec League, as well as the Waterford 
Football Club. She has served as district treasurer 
for local school districts and has been working for 
the NYS Division of Military and Naval Affairs 
since April 2019.

JOHN CATANZARITA is a 1992 graduate 
of WHHS who was appointed to the Board of 
Education in November 2014. He and his wife, 
Amy, have called Waterford home for many 
years. Their two children are currently attending 
WHHS. John holds a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Information Technology and an MBA. His 
main focus is to provide an excellent and equitable 
education to all students in an environment that 
is conducive to academic success while practicing 
sound fiscal responsibility.

* Assessed Value with the equalization rate applied

The following candidates are running 
for the open seats on the Board of 
Education:

The 2023-2024 Proposed Budget 
contains a proposition to establish a 
Capital Reserve Fund to be known 
as the 2023 Bus Reserve Fund for 
the purpose of purchasing vehicles 
for student transportation. The Bus 
Reserve Fund will have a probable 
duration of ten years and a balance 
of $1,000,000. It will be funded 
annually through budgetary 
appropriations, appropriations 
of undesignated fund balances, 
transfers when warranted, and 
properly authorized from other 
reserve funds.

On The Ballot



2022-23 
BUDGET

2023-24  
BUDGET

PERCENT 
CHANGE

Total Budgeted Amount, not including Separate 
Propositions $20,955,754 $23,466,032 11.98%

A.  Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total 
Budgeted Amount $11,901,920 $12,016,920

B. Tax Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $0

C. Tax Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if 
Applicable $0 $0

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce 
Current Year Levy, if Applicable $0 $0

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + 
C – D) $11,901,920 $12,016,920 0.97%

F.  Permissible Exclusions to the School Tax Levy 
Limit $846,599 $734,218

G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for 
Permissible Exclusions $11,116,069 $11,294,559

H. Total Proposed Tax Levy for School Purposes, 
Excluding Permissible Exclusions and Levy for 
Library Debt, Plus Prior Year Tax Cap Reserve (E – 
B – F + D) $11,055,321 $11,282,702

I.   Difference (G – H); (negative value requires 
60% voter approval) $60,748 $11,857

Public School Enrollment 750 748 (.001%)

Consumer Price Index 8.0%

2022-23 
ACTUAL

2023-24
ESTIMATED

Adjusted Restricted Fund Balance $3,232,856 $3,232,856

Assigned Appropriated Fund Balance $955,074 $900,000

Adjusted Unrestricted Fund Balance $3,265,147 $3,248,209

Adjusted Unrestricted Fund Balance as a Percent 
of the Total Budget 15.58% 13.84%

*Please note that this Property Tax Report Card presentation is in accordance with NYS 
Education Law sections 1608, 1716(7) and 2601-a(3). 

WWW.WHUFSD.ORG

NON-PROFIT 
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Waterford, NY 12188

Permit #11

Board of Education Members
 John Catanzarita, President
 Jamie Maloney, Vice President
 David Lee
 Carolyn Bell 
 Denise Carutasu
 Stephanie Gilbert
 Robert Zordan
Superintendent of Schools
 Michael Healey

The annual budget vote is on Tuesday, May 16, 2023.

Class of 2022
Fifty-eight students received their diplomas at 
our graduation ceremony held on June 23, 2022.  
Twenty-one (36%) graduated with sequences 
acquired in our business and technology programs 
or career and technical education. Forty-five 
(76%) chose to attend two or four year colleges; 
twelve students (20%) entered the work-force; 
and two (4%) joined the military. Students are 
attending the following colleges and universities: 

State Colleges/Universities – Four Year
SUNY Brockport, Cortland, Oswego, Plattsburgh, 
University at Albany, University of Buffalo

Private Colleges/Universities – Four Year
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health 
S c i e nc e s ,  C l ark s on ,  C o a s t a l  C aro l i n a , 
LeMoyne, Marist,  McPherson, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, Russell Sage, Siena 

Two Year Colleges/Universities
Bryant and Stratton College, Hudson Valley 
Community College, Schenectady County 
Community College, Horry Georgetown Technical 
College 

Property Tax Report Card

Waterford Public Library
The Waterford Public Library will hold its 2024 
Budget Vote and Library Trustee elections on 
Wednesday, June 7 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
library. Copies of the proposed budget are available 
by request.

All residents of the school district are eligible 
to vote and serve as a library trustee. For more 
information, contact Director Tim McDonogh at 
(518) 237-0891 or director@waterfordlibrary.net.


